
HCS 4th Grade Social Studies Curriculum Map  

Time Period: 1400-1700 

Timeline Units Standards/Focus Topics Key Vocabulary Learning Targets COMMENTS/UNIT 
QUESTIONS 

about 36 
instructional 
days  
 
(By fall 
break) 
 

Unit 1- 
Geography 
Review 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.G.HE.1 Analyze how geographic 
features created challenges and 
opportunities for the development 
of Colonial America. 
 
 
 
4.G.GR.1 Analyze how location 
and regional landforms affect 
human settlement, movement and 
use of various national resources, 
using maps, photos and other 
geographic representations. 
 
 
 
4.G.KGE.1 Compare how the 
movement of people, goods and ideas 
in Colonial America and modern 
Kentucky were affected by 
technology. 

-landforms 
- migration 
- settlement 
- maps 
- longitude 
- latitude 
- resources 
- regions 

How does physical location encourage 
or restrict movement? 
 
Why do people choose to move within 
the United States today? 
 
Why do people choose to immigrate to 
the United States today? 
 
 
 
 
 

Essential Overall 
Question(s): How 
does geography 
influence human 
experiences?  
 
Supporting 
Question(s): 
1. What are 
geographic features 
and how do they 
influence human 
experiences?  
 
2. What are the 
distinguishing 
characteristics of 
different locations 
and regional 
landforms? 
 
3. How do I use 
different 
geographical tools 
to analyze different 
locations and 
landforms? 



about 50 
instructional 
days   
 
(by winter 
break) 
 
sub-unit 
around 
Election Day 
in November 
(1st 
Tuesday) 

Unit 2- Early 
Exploration 
and 
Colonization 
 

4.G.HE.1 Analyze how geographic 
features created challenges and 
opportunities for the development 
of Colonial America. 
 
 
 
 
4.G.HI.1 Explain how cultural, 
economic and environmental 
characteristics affect the interactions 
of people, goods and ideas from 
European Exploration to the Thirteen 
Colonies. 
 
 
 
 
4.H.CH.1 Describe how migration and 
settlement impacted diverse groups of 
people as they encountered one 
another from European Exploration to 
the Thirteen Colonies.  
 
 
 
4.H.CH.2 Describe the impact 
innovation and human ingenuity had 
on the development of the United 
States from European Exploration to 
the Thirteen Colonies.  
 
 
4.G.GR.1 Analyze how location 
and regional landforms affect 
human settlement, movement and 
use of various national resources, 
using maps, photos and other 
geographic representations. 
 
 

- continents 
- colonies (Colonial 
America and Colonial 
Kentucky) 
- cause and effect 
- collaboration 
- migration 
- diverse 
- settlement 
- indentured servants 
- ingenuity 
- innovation 

How did the physical environment 
influence life in… 

● Western Africa? 
● the Americas? 
● in Europe? 

What challenges did Americans Indians 
face before European Explorers? 
 
-How did forced migration differ from 
voluntary migration? 
-How did colonists justify enslavement 
when seeking their own freedom? 
 
-Why did people settle in… 

● the New England colonies? 
● the Middle colonies? 
● the Southern colonies? 

-How did enslaved people maintain 
dignity and culture in the colonies? 
 
 
How do innovations help people address 
challenges from the environment and 
other groups? 
 
How did early European settlers 
overcome environmental challenges? 
 
-What American Indian groups lived in 
North America? 
-How did early European explorers 
create challenges for American Indian 
groups in North America? 
-What challenges did enslaved people 
face during their forced journey to 
America? 
-What wars did American Indian Tribes 
and British colonists have? 
 
-What caused colonists to settle in 
Kentucky? 

Essential Overall 
Question(s): How 
do interactions 
among diverse 
groups result in 
monumental 
changes?  
 
Supporting 
Question(s): 
1. What were the 
similar and different 
ways in which 
colonizing countries 
impacted the 
economy through 
exploration and 
colonization? 
 
2. How did different 
factors (e.g., 
cultural, economic, 
environmental) 
affect interactions 
during exploration 
and colonization? 
 
3. How did 
technological 
advances impact 
exploration and 
colonization? 
 



4.H.CO.1 Explain examples of conflict 
and collaboration among various 
groups of people from European 
Exploration to the Thirteen Colonies 
as they encountered one another. 
 
 
 
4.H.KH.1 Identify and describe the 
significance of diverse groups of 
people in Kentucky from 
European Exploration to the Thirteen 
Colonies. 
 
 
4.H.CE.1 Utilize chronological 
sequences of events to explain 
causes and effects of historical 
developments from European 
Exploration to the Thirteen Colonies. 
 
 
4.G.KGE.1 Compare how the 
movement of people, goods and ideas 
in Colonial America and modern 
Kentucky were affected by 
technology. 
 
 
 
Sub-Unit- Election Day  (November: 
1st Tuesday) 1-2  DAYS  
4.C.RR.1 Describe the importance of 
civic participation, and locate 
examples in past 
and current events. 
 
 
 
 

Why did European explorers first come 
to America? 
 
Why did people settle in Kentucky? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



about 38 
instructional 
days  
 
(by spring 
break) 

Unit 3- 
Organization 
and 
Governments 
of Colonial 
America 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.C.CP.1 Describe diverse forms of 
self-government used by various 
groups in Colonial America. 
 
4.C.CP.2 Compare the political form 
of monarchy with the self-governing 
system developed in Colonial 
America. 
 
 
4.G.MM.1 Compare the distinctive 
cultural characteristics of groups that 
immigrated or were brought forcibly to 
the United States from other nations 
from European Exploration to the 
Thirteen Colonies.   
 
4.H.CE.1 Utilize chronological 
sequences of events to explain 
causes and effects of historical 
developments from European 
Exploration to the Thirteen Colonies. 
 
 
4.G.GR.1 Analyze how location and 
regional landforms affect human 
settlement, movement and use of 
various national resources, using 
maps, photos and other geographic 
representations. 
 
4.C.RR.1  Describe the importance of 
civic participation and locate 
examples in past and current events. 
 
 
 
4.H.CH.1 Describe how migration and 
settlement impacted diverse groups of 
people as they encountered one 

- rights and 
responsibilities 
- government  
- monarchy (versus 
self-government) 
- immigration 
- civics 
- democracy 
- bills and laws 
- conflict and 
cooperation 
- oppression 
- hierarchies 
- freedom 

What freedoms did British colonists gain 
by settling in North America? 
 
-What control did the British government 
have over the colonists? 
-What freedoms did American Indians 
lose because of European settlements? 
 
 
 
 
How did the newfound religious freedom 
of settlers lead to religious oppression of 
others? 
 
How did colonial laws establish 
hierarchies? 
 
How free were indentured servants? 
 
How did colonial laws institutionalize 
enslavement? 
 
What laws and customs denied women 
freedom in colonial America? 
 
What types of self-government existed in 
the colonies? 
 
How did enslaved people resist to 
reassert their own power? 
 
How did women advocate for their own 
power? 
 
-How did leaders in Africa, the Americas, 
and Europe control their people? 
 
How do rules and laws help overcome 
challenges? 

Essential Overall 
Question(s):  How 
do the rights of 
individuals and 
various groups 
evolve over time?  
 
Supporting 
Question(s): 
1. What were the 
essential 
characteristics of 
each government in 
Colonial America in 
regards to 
preserving rights 
and responsibilities 
of both individuals 
and groups? 
 
2. How did the 
governments of 
Colonial America 
balance the rights of 
individuals with 
various groups? 
 
3. What conflicts 
arose between the 
government of 
Colonial America 
and the ruling 
Monarchies 
regarding the rights 
of individuals and 
various groups? 
 



another from European Exploration to 
the Thirteen Colonies. 
 
4.E.MA.1 Compare and contrast 
different ways that the government 
interacts with the economy. 
 
 
 
 
4.C.PR.1 Describe the processes 
people use to change rules and laws. 
 
 
4.C.CV.1 Assess the ability of various 
forms of government to foster civic 
virtues and uphold democratic 
principles. 
 
 
4.C.KGO.1 Explain how the 
development of rules improves 
communities and attempts to meet 
the needs of citizens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



about 38 
instructional 
days  
 
(by end of 
year) 

Unit 4- 
Economic 
Development 
of Colonial 
America 

4.G.MM.1 Compare the distinctive 
cultural characteristics of groups that 
immigrated or were brought forcibly to 
the United States from other nations 
from European Exploration to the 
Thirteen Colonies.   
 
 
4.E.MI.1 Explain the role of 
producers, consumers, products and 
labor in economic markets. 
 
 
 
4.E.ST.1 Explain how trade leads to 
increasing economic 
interdependence. 
 
 
 
4.E.IC.1 Describe and evaluate the 
relationship between resource 
availability, opportunity costs, 
migration and settlement. 
 
 
4.G.HI.1 Explain how cultural, 
economic and environmental 
characteristics affect the interactions 
of people, goods and ideas from 
European Exploration to the Thirteen 
Colonies. 
 
4.E.MA.1 Compare and contrast 
different ways that the government 
interacts with the economy. 
 
4.E.IC.1 Describe and evaluate the 
relationship between resource 
availability, opportunity costs, 

- producers and 
consumers 
- supply and 
demand 
- factors of 
production 
- economy 
- profit and loss 
- opportunity cost 
- labor 
- interdependence 
- goods and 
services 
- needs and wants 
- trade 

How did colonists use trade to overcome 
challenges? 
 
How did Great Britain help colonists 
overcome challenges? 
 
What factors create or restrict trade? 
 
What was traded in North America? 
 
Did trade make the American Indians 
better off? 
 
Did trade make the European explorers 
better off? 
 
Did trade make early European settlers 
better off? 
 
Did trade make the British better off? 
 
What were the cultural impacts of 
enslavement? 
 
Did trade make people in Kentucky 
better off? 
 
How did laws create or restrict trade? 
 
How did the promise of wealth create 
voluntary migration? 
 
How did trade motivate the British 
government’s decisions in colonial 
America? 
 
 
 
 
 

Essential Overall 
Question(s):  How 
do economic 
interactions impact 
the characteristics 
and beliefs of a 
community (local, 
regional, global)? 
 
Supporting 
Question(s):  
1. How did 
economic decisions 
impact the 
development of 
social relations in 
Colonial America? 
 
2. How did different 
individuals and 
groups interact with 
the economy during 
Colonial America? 
 
3. What were the 
long-term affects of 
these economic 
interactions?  
 



migration and settlement. 
 
 
 
4.E.MI.2 Investigate the relationship 
between supply and demand. 
 
 
 
4.E.KE.1 Predict how producers in 
colonial Kentucky used the factors of 
production to make goods, deliver 
services and earn profits. 

 

Resources: 
National Geographic 
PBS Learning Media 
Brainpop and Brainpop Jr.  
 
Unit 1 Resources: 

Unit 2 Resources: 
-Brain Pop “American Indians” and use graphic organizer provided 
-Youtube video “American Heritage: Native Americans” (video length- 21:52) 
-Biography video “Christopher Columbus”, and Christopher Columbus video 
-New England, Middle, Southern Colonies map scavenger hunt 
-Triangular Trade 
 
Unit 3 Resources: 
-Rights and Responsibilities Video  
 
Unit 4 Resources: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=My8Vd-NZ8Qo
https://ket.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/58b6bd78-c924-4d32-b48d-d9590b862ff5/columbus-pbs-world-explorers/
https://online.seterra.com/pdf/13colonies-worksheet.pdf
https://www.educationworld.com/sites/default/files/triangle_trade.pdf
https://study.com/academy/lesson/rights-responsibilities-lesson-for-kids.html

